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| WT may not be improper to inform the 
. 5 of the occaſion of writing the 
= following letter, and of the reaſons for 
publiſhing it at this tine. 
I be occaſion was this; for ſeveral years paſt, 
| theeditor had heard many confuſed rumours of 
oppreſſion exerciſed by the noble lord who is 
towards his vaſſals : The 
| proceſs which has fo long depended befote the 
court of ſeſſion about the Orkney weights being 
ultimately founded on the preſumption of op- 
| preſſion, ſeemed to favour theſe rumours, and 
j addto their credibility. The editor, however, 
reſolved not to give entire credit to the clan. our 
which had been raiſed, until he had procured 
the beſt information 7 poſlioly could 2 
ben 


C1 
about the affairs of The part 


diſtant and ſo unknown. 
It was well known that M— was a zeal- 
ous friend to our preſent happy eſtabliſhment, 


of Scotland fo 


1 well-wiſher of public liberty, and an enemy 
to tyranny and arbitrary power: His honour 


and integrity in private life had been heretofore 
unblemiſhed and irreproachable, and few men 
ſo remarkable for their knowledge in philoſo- 


noted for acts of oppreſſion, or a violent ex- 
etrciſe of power. . 


Theſe, with many other conſiderations, made 


the editor ſuſpe that the clamour againſt M— 
was ill founded; but as he never could learn 


on what proofs and facts it was grounded at 


all (which he will now be bold to affirm was 
the Caſe even with thoſe who gave credit to it) ) 
he reſolved to write to a friend reſiding in 
Orkney, on whoſe judgment and impartiality 


he thought he could depend, in order to come 
at the truth of this matter.” — 
Ihe following letter is his anſwer to all the 
letters wrote him on that ſubject: Beſides this, 
the editor acknowledg:s his farther obligations 
to his correſpondent tor allowing him to pub- 
liſh it, and for authoriſing him to aſſure the 


public and all concerned, that if any perſons 


think themſelves injures by any falſchoods or 
miſrepreſentations which they ma» imagine to 


be contained in the letter, he will be ready to | 
acknowledge 


” 
„ 4 
N c 


in general. 


acknowledge __ the 2 of it, to main- 
tain what he knows to be true, and to fave 
o_ from 2 * his account. He ſeems 
in to ect ea as to any thing of 
that kind. * 2 

The reaſons for publiſhing this letter at this 
time, ate theſe; that the account given in it of 
many particulars of the ſituation of the ſtate 
of trade, agriculture, fiſheries and manufacto- 
rics in Orkney, deſerves to be known, as it may 
be uſcful both to that country, and to Britain 


The ſingular unanimity of the ſentence of 
the court of ſeſſion, in diſmiſſing the proceſs 


concerning the Orkney weights, and condemn- 


ing the plantiffs in full coſts, ex proprio motu = 


of the judges themlelves, ſeems to juſtify all 
that is faid in this letter . * 


or that proceſs. 


Any eee of the court of a mr 
ters of property is only regarded and talked of 
by the parties concerned ; but this proceſs about 
the Orkney weights was of a very ſingular na- 
ture, and perhaps the firſt attempt that has been 


made to deprive a nobleman of his cſtate, by 


traducing his character, and rendering him o- 


dious by the vileſt calumny, and moſt unde 


ſerved Aa 
| Theſe calumniators have varniſhed their falſe- 


| hoods with the fair colours of liberty and ſa- 


cred freedom; but if they themſelves are juſtly 
charge 


(©. 
chargeable with that tyranny and oppreſſion, 
of which they have wy” njaſtly accuſed 
M——, undoubtedly they deferve to be ex- 


poſed tothe public as cr! impoſtors and bad 


"If this letter ſhall be of any uſe in remo- 
ving prejudices, and inf #4 public « of 
truths hitherto concealed, or artificially dif- 
guiſed; if it ſhall be of general advantage to 


part of Scetlend, then the editor's defign in 
publiſhing it will be fully anſwered. 
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- XJ OU defire that I would inform you of | 
© the moſt obvious cauſes of the 


ok Orkney, which you have heard fo 
much talked of for ſome time paſt. I 


| frankly ſend you my ſentiments on this ſubject, 
and wiſh they may give you that ſatisfaction 


which your opinion of me makes you to e 


In a free country like ours, the poverty of 
any particular diſtri muſt be owing to one or 


more of the following cauſes, viz. the climate, 
ſoil, ſituation, want of improvement in agri- 


| culture, negle& of manufactures and fiſheries, 
deſtructive and illegal trade, luxury, that ſpecies 


of oppreſſion which eludes the force of law, 


or, /aſth, factions. : 


The climate of Orkney does not differ much 
from that of other parts on the caſt and north 
eaſt 


8 
eaſt of Scotland In general it is more variable 
and uncertain, which is owing tc the ſituation 
of the country. The greateit miſchief occa- 
fioned by the climate is in autumn, when the 
wind blows moſtly from the weſt and ſouth 
weſt. Theſe ſometimes ſhake the corn; but 
being often attended with continued rains, en- 
danger the crop much more by late harveſts, 
and by rotting the corns. The remedy uſed 
by the farmers is worſe than the evil itſelt, 


tor they cut their corns green, ſometimes be- 


fore the ear is full, and always before it is ripe- 


the ſea ſhores. It is in moſt places hot and 
light ſandy ſoil. In ſome parts it is of a fine 


rich black mould. T owards the hills it turns 


more clayey and colder. I have never obſerved 


any ſtrong clay in Orkzey. The foil is not 
deep, and has generally a rocky bottom, the _ 
ſtone ſoft and britile. I here is plenty of ſea= | - 


weed or ware in all the iſl:nds ; and where ac- | 


ceſs cannot be eaſily had to that fort of manure, 
there is abundance of cxcellent marle, which 
is too little uſed, and with little ſkill. Earth 
and compound middens are in great vogue. In 


ſhort, take ſoil and climate together, the Orkney 4 


iſlands are more proper for grain than any part 
of the welt coaſt, and as fit for paſturage as 
moſt of the north eaſt coaſt of Scotland. 
Some parts of Scotland are neceſſarily poor 
by their ſituation, ſuch as Tweedale, Teviot- 
dale 
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dale, I ammermuir, and all the Inland Figh- - 


Jands, as the inhabitants cannot ſupply the Gi 

advantages of the foil and climate by com erce 
or ſiſheries. having no communication with o- 
ther parts by the ſea. It is true, the ſtore 


farmers are generally rich; but it is as true, 
that all countries which depend Wy on pa- 


ſturage are ill inhabited and 
The ſituation of Orkney is ths favourable 


to the numbers and wealth of the inhabitants. 
Theſe iflands lye very conveniently for trade, as 


any one may ſee, by looking over Mol”'s maps. 
J here is plenty of fine harbours and bays. The 


ſeas abound with variety of fiſh. Thain 


that fiſheries (the moſt profitable and beneficial 
of all trades) might be eſtabliſhed and carried 


en there to greater advantage than any where 


elle in Scotland (the iſles of Zetiand A, 


where a 14 fiſhing is carried on, tho 


not with that ſpirit and advantage it might be, 
on a better plan. 


The progreſs of agriculture, you know, 
ſir,*.depends in a great meaſure on the. land- 
lords: The flouriſhing ſtare of agriculture in 
England is much owing to the humanity of 
the land!ords ; moſt part of our Oreney lairds 
ſeem to be abſolutely devoid of this divine 
principle ; they cruſh the ſpirit of improve- 
ment in the farmers, by ſhort leaſes, graſ- 
ſums, numerous unlimited ſervices, and ma- 
ny other hardſhips; all rhe rents are pay- 
able in kind, and high Prices are e demanded 


for 


1 10 , 
for deficiencies, which happen often ; ſo that 
two good crops are ſcarce ſufficient to make 
up for one bad crop: This practice is attend- 
ed with man conſequences; and it is 
evident, that it would be better both for ma- 
ter and tenant, if at leaſt one half of the 
Tent was Payable in money, as Orkney (except 
in an extraordinary good ſeaſon) ſcarcely 
produces more corn than is ſufficient to main- 

_ tain the inhabitants, after the rent is paid; 
and upon the whole, their maintenance is 


The ſtate of agriculture is very rude in all 


theſe iſles; the tenants give plenty of ma- 


nure to their lands in tillage ; and this is the 
only part of agriculture which they may be 
faid to know tolerably well; they are entire- {| 
ly ignorant of the art of keeping their | 
grounds clean, and in order; hence | 
their crop is frequently choked with weeds, is 


Ul to be won, the grain is ſmall, hungry, | 
and often unwholeſome ; they ſow no grain 


but ſmall rough bear, and black oats, alter- 
nately; their plow has but one ſtilt, the 
_ plow-irons are ſo clumſy and ſhort, that the 


furrow is very ſhallow and unequal, and muſt | WM 


often be delved with ſpades; their harrow is 


ſmall, light, and timber-teethed; they uſe | 


no wheel-carriages, nor oxen plows, though 
their horſes are but of the ordinary ſhelty 
kind ; they never fallow their corn lands, but 
near the hills they lay them lee for one year. 

How 


11 

How rude muſt * in that coun- 
try, where they winnow all their corns 
through their ſingers, inſtead of ſieves, riddles, 
or fanners? What ſort of farmers muſt they 
be, who fleece fine meadow grounds, to lay 
on their corn lands? What judgment will 
you form of one of their principal heritors, 
who being told, that this practice turned all 

his fine meadows into lakes and marſhes, re- 
plied, © That he cared not if they carried all 
* the ground to one ridge, provided they 
paid him his rent.“ Such a maſter ſurely 
diſcovers leſs diſcernment as to his real inte- 
reſt, than the tenant, who has only a three 
years tack, and at the end of it muſt lay his 


account with a removal, unleſs he pays a 


graſſum for a new tack, of no longer durati- 
on than the former: In the rental of another 
conſiderable laird, there is ſo much ſtated for 
liberty of. cutting or delving meadow or graſs 
ground. It would tire your patience to men- 


tion all the inſtances of bad agriculture in 


Orkney, and the various methods employed to 
retard the ſpirit of improvement, by thoſe 
very men whoſe intereſt it is to advance its 
progreſs : The maſters ſet no examples of im- 
provement to the tenants, nor do they bind 
their tenants to try ſuch experiments as they 
are ſure would not hurt them much, rho' they 
ſhould not be attended with ſucceſs: It would 
indeed be egregious folly in any tenant to go 


out of the common courſe on a thice years 
B | leaſe, 
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leaſe. In ſhort, Ne joint a of ma- 
ſter and tenant are wholly wanting, altho 
theſe, together with careful experience and 
obſervation, would ſoon correct what may be 
amiſs in the firſt eſſays, and enable them to 
adapt many valuable improvements to the 
nature of their own ſoil and climate. 8 

The people of Orkney are as defective in 


their ſkill of grazing as in tillage: As moſt 


of their corn lands lye run-rig, ſo moſt of 
their paſtures lye in commons; ſuch com- 


mons as are ſurrounded by arable lands are 


quite bare, being yearly fleeced by the te- 

nants, who burn great quantities of turf, the 
. aſhes of which they uſe for horſe and cow 

litter, as they do fl 

hill paſture is poorly ſtocked with black cat- 

tle and ſheep, tho' able to maintain ten 


times the preſent number of cach kind; their 
ſheep generally run wild, without any ſnep- 
| herds; if the paſture is near the corn lands, 


they are either tethered, or coupled together 
like beagles; they never milk the ewes ; in- 
| ſtead of ſhearing the ſheep, they pull the 
wool from the ſkin with their hands; they 


have but little wool, coarſe and hairy, which 


obliges them to import great quantities year- 


ly from Leith and Zerland; their ſwine alſo {! 
run wild, and do more miſchief than they 


are worth, by rutting and rearing meadows 


and corn lands for roots: I aſſure you, I have | 


ſeen oats ſown on land which had no other 
tillage 


traw in other places; the 
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tillage but this extraordinary kind of it. 
Cows, ſheep and ſwine are all of a very ſmall 
ſize; I imagine they have degenerated not a 
little for want of proper care; as they have 
few herdſmen, the corn ſuffers very much, 
being bur ill fenced with fold dykes againſt the 
inroads of their wild cattle in the ſummer 


nights. The beneficial and ornamental im- 
provement of planting is quite neglected in 


Orkney, where there is neither tree nor ſnrub; 
all aquatic trees one would think might grow 
in molt places of the main land, but there 
has been no proper trial made of this improve- 
ment at any time. Only one kind of manu- 
facture is carried on in Orkney, that of the 
ſpinning of linen yarn, which was ill received 
at firſt, as all innovations are, by rude and. 
ignorant people; but the commonalty are 
now reconciled to it, and no wonder, for it 
brings to numbers of them yearly a pound for 
every ſhilling they were formerly poſſeſſed of: 


I am confident that the money ſpread among 
the pooreſt of the people by that manufac 
ture, has this year and the laſt preſerved the 


lives of many of them, who without it muſt 


have periſhed for want. It is to be feared, 


that the benefirs which might accrue to Ork- 
ney by this Trade, as directed by law, will 


not be very laſting. An attempt was made, 


about five years ago, to carry it on, by paying 
the ſpinners with ſmuggled ſpirits, inſtead of 
ready money, than which nothing can be 


more 


1 
more pernicious 4 induſtry, or to the health 
and morals of the people: This attempt was 
oppoſed by one man, but he was ſo unlucky 
in his oppoſition, and has paid fo dear for it, 
that it will probably be the laſt effort to de- 
preſs ſmuggling in our days in 2 Several 
perſons who deal in this manufacture, pay the 
ſpinners in ſpirits and Dutch tobacco. I had al- 
molt forgot to tell yon, that many Orkney land- 
lords and their wives exact intollerable and 


burdenſome ſervices of ſpinning from their 
tenants: Little lintſeed is ſown in Orkney, tho 
the ſoil is very proper for it. If the ſurface 


of the carth is ſo ill cultivated, you cannot 


expect to hear of any funds of wealth extract- 


ed from her bowels, tho* perhaps ſtratums 
of earth might be diſcovered, ſit for various 
manufactures.— The lead mines in Srromneſc, 


Hoy, and other parts, may be a plentiful 


ſource of wealth to future generations, whoſe 
ſpirit and induſtry ſhall better deſerve it than 
their idle forefathers. Whoever has a-mind 


——ͤ—ͤ— 4. nn 
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to try any manufacture in Orkney, will meet 


with this encouragement, that tlie price of 
labour is not high. | E 
But the chief neglect in Orkn:y I take to 
be that of fiſhing, which might be here, as 
in the neighbouring iſlands of Zetland, the 
ſtaple commodity of the country; but Ork- 
rey is fo divided, the prejudices of the inha- 


bitants ſo many, and almoſt incurable, that 


the union of any number of them, conſider- 
able 


mw 
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15 ) 
able enough for Fromoring this, or any other 
publick ſpirited ſcheme can hardly be expect- 
cd. Fiſheries will certainly recompenſe the 
nation all the expences the government ſhall 
at any time lay outi to encourage them in a pro- 
per manner. Orkney already furniſhes many 
good ſailors for the public ſervice, and if the 
fiſhery was in a flouriſhing condition, it would 
be one of the beſt nurſeries of ſeamen in Great 
Britain. There was in the laſt century a ve- - 
ry conſiderable fiſhing carried on here, partly 
by the inhabirants themſelves, partly by 


ſtrangers from Fife, and other parts to the 


ſouthward; but now, and almoſt for ſixty 
years palt, this valuable branch of trade has 
been quite neglected; the fiſhing is now on- 
ly proſecuted as far as the poverty and want 
of the inhabitants force them, from day to 
day, tO ſeek in the ſea an addition to that 
ſcanty ſubſiſtence which the land affords 


them. Smuggling, or illicite trade, the bane 


of every ſociety where it prevails, falls next 


to be conſidered ; this miſchief, I am ſorry 


ro inform you, has made a rapid progreis in 


_ Orkney for thirty years paſt; it is now at 


fach an height, that the value of Dutch gir, 


Durch tobacco, French brandies, wine, rum, 


tea, coffee, ſugar, Oc. yearly imported by 
ſmuggling, is equal, at a moderate computa- 
tiop, to two thirds of the yearly rent of the 
country ; the great number of iſlands, creeks 
and bays, render this pernicious trade pretty 

N ſafe; 


16 ) 
ſaſe; the tm run few riſks. But if the 


| Heritors, and others concerned, could be 
brought to exert themſelves with proper vi- 


gour and unanimity, this trade might be ſup- 


preſt ; inſtead of this, ſmuggling is carried 


on, in a manner with the general conſent and 


concurrence of the country. The inhabitants 
of theſe iſles, ſingular in all reſpects, cannot 
be brought to unite in any ſcheme, exce 
fuch an one as is ruinous of the health and 


8 

riches, as well as deſtructive of the morals of | 
the whole people; for this trade not only de- | 
bauches mens minds, but enervates their 
whole frame, and to this ſolely is owing that 


ſcorbutic diſorders, the native diſeaſe of the 


country, are more frequent and more invete- | 
rate than in former times; that the people 
are indolent, unable to labour ſo much, and 


not ſo long lived as their forefathers. The 


worſt circumſtance of this trade is, that nei- | 
ther we nor our children have any proſpect of 


ſeeing its progreſs checked. 


| You will cafily gueſs from this account, 
that we have our ſhare of luxury in Orkney, ' 
and no ſmall one it is: Beſides what is ex- 
pended on ſmuggled goods, a conſiderable | 


{um is yearly ſent out of the country for o- 


ther articles of luxury, ſuch as flour, biſcuit, 


cloth for the apparel of men and women, 


china, hard-ware, ec. Oc. I have heard 


that there is more wheat bread eat in Orkney 


than in Caithneſs, Sutherland, and Roſsſtiree | 
| "= 
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than in other places, where trade flouriſhes. 


(0. 1 


Be that as it may, I am ſure there is more 


tea, punch, and ſpirits of all kinds drunk, 


more filks, velvets, cambrics, and other fine- 
ries, uſed 'in Orkney, in proportion to the 
wealth of the country, than in the richeſt 
counties of Scotland. 

Luxury did not make its appearance in Ork- 


ney in conſequence of wealth procured by in- 


duſtry; it was only imported like any idle 
faſhion. Nor is it at this hour ſupported by in- 
duſtry, ſo that it muſt be more pernicious here 


In theſe confined iſlands, almoſt all the fa- 


milies of any ſtanding are related to one ano- 


ther by the tics of blood. A ſtranger would 


readily fancy all the gentle people a family of 


couſins ; nor would his fancy be wrong. Hence 


as relation is more permanent than fortune, 


there muſt be many unequal marriages. Now, 
whether the odds of fortune is on the fide of 
the man or the woman, it is certain that they 


don't fix the rate of living according to the re- 


turns of their induſtry. They rather incline 


to imitate, in ſome meaſure, in every article of 


life, the manners and faſhions of their rich re · 


| lations. This makes luxury more general here, 
than in moſt places on the continent of Scotland. 


I know not what effects the great number of 
women may have; but as the younger ſons of 
moſt families go abroad to puſh their fortune, the 
women of moſt families are to the men at leaſt 
as four to one. Beſides the articles a lready 
| 7 mentioned, 
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mentioned, 1000 J. Sterling goes yearly out 


of Orkney for horſes, alt ho', with tolerable 
care and management, they might eaſily 
breed as many as would ferve all their purpo- 


ſes; but inſtances of miſmanagement are 


numberleſs. 3 3 
To balance all theſe outgoings of money, 


Orkney has ſeveral good funds; the firſt and 


ſureſt is the kelp, which, beſide employing a 
number of poor people in, the country, may, 
for twenty years paſt, have brought us 2000/. 


Sterling per annum: Our butter, oil, cow hides, . 


calf and rabbit ſkins, may perhaps bring 


1500 J. more: The reſort of ſhipping, parti- 


cularly at Stromneſi, in time of war, may 
leave us ſomewhat more than 1000 J. The 


money brought home, or remitted by Orkney ) 
ſailors, that which is gained by the hands 
employed in the free Brizih and Iceland fiſh- 
cries, by the ſpinning, and by export of bear, 


malt and meal, muſt be very conſiderable ; 
but it is impoſſible to calculate theſe articles 


very accurately, If you take all theſe facts 


mentioned together, if you follow the moſt 
probable opinion, that our imports are to our 
exports, as three to four; and if you farther 
ſuppoſe, that tyranny and oppreſſion are ex- 
erciſed by the landlords over their tenants, 


the confequence will be, 7haz the country muſt 


be poor. 


verty of any country is tyranny and oppreſſi- 
on, 


Undoubtedly one great cauſe of the po-—- 


1 | 

on of whatever kind. Males has felt the ef- 
fects of it for many ages, and perhaps feels it 
juſt now as much as at any former period] for 
it is my opin on, that a military ariſtocracy, 
which has power for its object, is more gene- 
rous and Ars than that ariſtocracy, whoſe ſole 
object is money and wealth, 
 Opprcſſion is of two kinds: cher ſuch as 
is directly againſt the laws of the land, and con- 
lſequently puniſhable by them; or ſuch as a- 
tiles from antient uſages, prejudices, and cuſ- 
toms, from avarice, inhumanity, or other cauſes 
which clude the force of law. Inſtances of 
both kinds in Orkzey could be adduced, tho? 
the firſt is rare, and feeble in its effects, when 
compared to the ſecond, which is common over 
all Scotland, and more. violently cxercifed in 
ſome ur rag counties than lp in Orkney. 
This ſpecies of oppreſſion conſiſts of particulars 
Fs goon, ſuch as ſhort wks, \ rents 
payable in _ product of induſtry, entry- 
monies or graſſums, numerous, and what is 
worſe, undetermined ſervices. Theſe forevec 
retard improvement, and keep the husbandman 
in ſuch poverty, and fo {laviſh a dependance, 
that he is continually ſubjected to a thouſand 
rameleſs hardſhips. It is indeed impoſſible to 
enumerate every particular oppreſſion which 
ſprings from theſe ſources, or the various miſ- 
chiefs occaſioned by them. 3 
But it may be neceſſary, as I have acknow - 
ledged oppreſſion to 2 one of che cauſes of 
3 the 


1 


the poverty of this _— io point out to you | 


| who the oppreſſors are. The general 


tion is, that oppreſſion is on the fide of power: 


In reality it is too often the caſe. 


In Orkney the oppreſſors muſt be either 1 


M 
or both together. The only ſure and infallible 
rule of judging in this affair, is by the ſtate and 
condition of the tenants: Their happineſs pro- 
claims the generous maſter ; their milery marks 
the abettors of oppreſſion” 4 
The tenants of M——s 


„or the feuars and udalmen, fo called, 


. 
| 
5 


7 


$. 


which are immediately under the inſpection of 
his factor, are the moſt flouriſhing, happy and 


induſtrious, of the whole country: They are 
better clothed, and live better than others of 
their ſtation ; they pay their rents punctually, 
- and are well able to do fo, having half of their | 

rents payable in money, at an eaſy converſion. |} 


I will not compare theſe tenants with thoſe of | 


. 332 of narrow fortunes, who are them- 


dves ignorant of improvements in agriculture, | 


and fettered by ancient prejudices : I may how- 
ever compare them with G 's t 

who has as good an eſtate in Orkney as M— 
has there, in 


fame rank and di 


gnity. 


perty lands, and is of the | 


I affure you that G 's tenants arc as | 
poor as thoſe of the meaneſt vaſſal in Orkney : | 
I think them worſe ; for I do not remember 
that even in Caithneſs I ever beheld more dif- | 
mal looks of poverty, miſcry, and all —_— 
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of wretchedneſs, than his L Is tenants 
preſented to my fight. 


It is at the ſame time true, that ſuch of 
M. tenants as live at great diſtances from 
the main land, in the different iflands, over 


76 


er whom it is impoſſible for his factor to have an 
d, immediate or frequent eye, are many of them 
le poor, or at leaſt in great arrears. But for this ſe- 


veral obvious cauſes might be aſſigned, with- 

out having recourſe to oppreſſion by their ma- 
| ſter. One real and great cauſe of this is, that 

many of them labour run-rig with the tenants. 
of the vaſlals ; and unluckily for his L——, 
as well as for themſelves, ſeveral of them are 
tenants to the vaſſal:, as well as to M——. 


” e k - ' 8. WM ——_ : 


That the 22 of this claſs of tenants is 
not imputable either to his Lordſhip, or his 


factor, you will readily acknowledge, when you 
are informed of the following particulars, viz. 
That notwithſtanding there are great arrears 
due by them, yet inſtances of their being re- 
moved are very rare: No ſervice whatever is ex- 
acted from them: Inſtead of their rents being 
augmented, conſiderable diminutions have been 
made: — Not a ſixpence of graſſum, or entry- 
money, has been demanded from any of them, 
whether in worſe or better circumſtances. = 
If I am rightly informed, all the graſſums ex- 
ated from the other more ſubſtantial tenants who 
live under the factor's eye, amount to no more 
than 17 J. 155. 8 d. Sterling, or 213 l. 8 4. 
Scots, in the courſe of near twenty years, du- 
ring 
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2 
ring which the preſent factor has been concern - 
ed. Surely this is but a ſmall e xa tion on an 
eſtate of five hundred pounds a year, and is 
far from betraying a ſpirit of oppreſſion, cither 
in the proprietor or his factor. I wiſh I could 
ſay any thing in praiſe cf the humanity of the 
Eeretors; ſome of them are worſe than others. 
Before I go further, I muſt own to you, that 
when I conſider the want of induſtry, diſcern- 
ment and union among the inhabitants of theſe 
iſlands, I think it next to impoſſible to recover 
agriculture, fiſherics, and manufaQures, from 
their preſent languiſhing condition, unleſs the | 
noble Lords above- mentioned ſhall exert them- 
ſelves to ſupport them, to encourage them by | 
their patronage, and aſſiſt them by their inte- | 
_ reſt ; they would find their account in fo doing: 


Nor would it be unworthy of the public to give | 


attention to what good things might be done in 
Or kzey, eſpecially by fiſheries. 
The following particulars will ſerve to make 
all I have faid plainer to bbw. 
There are many tenants in Pomona, or main 
land, who pay no, mare than twenty or ihirty 
pounds Scots of yearly rent, who have three 
maſters, ſome of them not worth an hundred, 
others not worth fifty mcrks Scots per annum; 
each of whom, however, demands ſervices from 
their conjunct tenant at pleaſure. Is not his con- 
dition to be pitied ? There are eſtates in Orkney 
of 300 merks Scots a-year, the entry-money 
of which amounts, every third year, to 400 
merks, 
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merks, beſides a of various kinds, fuck as 
bringing up calves, lambs, poultry, and the like. 
There are maſters, who, when M ex- 
acts from them four ſhillings for the meil of 
bear, or ſeycn and ſixpence for the meil of malt, 
can, without ſhame, exact from their own te- 
nants five ſhillings for the ane, and ten for the 
other. This is cruel in a poor laird, and yet 
G——'$ tenants have been uſed in this man- 
ner this very year. — 

| There are ten thouſand people in the main 
land, be ſides the inhabitants of Kirkwall and 
Stromneſs : The real yearly rent of it does not 
amount to three thouſand pounds Sterling. A 
fine iſland, and a cheap rent, if we could ſup- 
poſe ten thouſand lazy people comfortably main- 

tained, and clothed by the produce of it. 
The number of inhabitants in Orkney is a- 
greed tO be, at leaſt, five and twenty thouſand. 
The real rent of the whole iſlands, proper- 
ty and ſuperiority, in butter, oil, meal, malt, 
bear, money, Oc. at the common converſion, 
4 not excced ſeven ihouland pounds Ster- 

g. 

The butter and oil, which are paid in con- 
ſideration of the paſture lands and the fiſhing; 
make a conſiderable part of this rent, conſe- 
quently there muſt be the leſs ground in tillage. 
Near one third of the rent is payable to the 
noblemen, and may, according to the pleaſure 
or intereſt of theſe L——, be drawn out of 
the country in kind. If we alſo ſuppoſe that 
| many 
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many of the heritors fend their rents out of the 


country, the funds of ſubſiſtence for the inha- 


bitarts will he extremely diminiſhed ; and eve- 


ry body knows that this is the caſe. 


In a country where the being and ſubſiſt- 


| ence of the farmers and commons depend, in 


a great meaſure, on what they ean day by day 


draw out of the ſea with their own hands, 
neither agricultare nor fiſhing can be carried 
on to purpole, the one will neceſſarily be an 
obſtruction to the other. A 


Under all theſe circumſtances, iF you are not 


aſtoniſhed how the ſouls and 2 
twenty thouſand people are kept together, you 
will, at leaſt, be at no loſs to account * 


poverty of Qrkney = 85 
"Bur I am well aware that you will ſay, that 


tho! it is acknowledged, and cannot be refuſed, | 


that M-— is the beſt maſter to his tenants in 


all Orkney 
ly. which obliges them in their turn to 


ſigned as one great cauſe of the poverty of the 
country; this will be ſoon known ; ſome of the 


vaſſals have a proceſs juſt now depending be- 
fore the court of ſeffion, at their inſtance, again "| 
M, on the preſumption, that his L— — _ 
and his predeceſſors have, by degrees augment- 
ed the weights, by which the feu-duties are 
payable no lefs than three-fifths above the ori- 
ginal ſtandarc—Until that proceſs is Gn, | 
he 


no. a et. 


vet he oppreſſes his vaſſals grievouſ- * 
s | 
their tenants. If this is true, it ought to be aſ- 8 


3 has e as tis at. A -}]r 


ms od. 


It 


re 
ri- 
. 3 
he 
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than the weights expreſſed by the ſame terms 
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will be generally againſt 


I am no lawyer, and can only judge of the 
merits of this proceſs by common ſenſe, by facts 
and circumſtances which have occured to m 
own obſervation,. and from the ſemiments and 
acknowledgements of the country in general. 


the cry of oppreſſion 
him. 


I have nothing to offer to you but ſome of theſe 


popular arguments that I have heard thrown our 


nin common converſation, and perhaps not very 


{kilifully managed : You, who have an oppor- 
tunity of hearing the lawyers on both ſides, will 


be better able io judge of the merits of the 


caule. 


The capital argument of the plainiffs, and 
that on which their whole cauſe reſts, is found- 


ed on the difference betwixt the Norway 


weights and thoſe of Orkney ; which latter were 


borrowed from the former, Norway being the 


mother- country. The Orkrey weights retain 
the Norſe names, but are confeſſedly larger 


in Nerway ; and have conſequently been fo 


much increaſed, from time to time, by tyrants 


detriment of the 


and oppreſſors, to the great 


vaſſals, and of the whole country. 


To this it has been anſwered, That it is now 
more than two centuries ſince Orkzey was alie- 
nated from the crowrs of Denmark and Nor- 


way ; during which period, many generations 


and their works have been buried in oblivion, 
and all human cuſtoms and ulages have under- 
gone 


( 26 
gone many changes. To affirm that the ſtan- 
dard weight of any diſtri at preſent ought 


to be regulated by what it was three hundred 
3 ago, muſt be very whimſical; nor is it 


ſs ridiculous to attempt to regulate the ſtan- 
dard weight of one country by that of another, 
even tho” the one happens to be a colony of 
the other. In the Britiſh empire in America, 
the colonics have borrowed from their mother- 
country the terms of pounds, fhillings, and 


e; but if any man ſhould take it juſt now 
in his head, that theſe terms expreſſed equal 


ſums of _ in the colonies and their mo- 
| ther-country, he would be egregiouſly milta- 


| ken. If an antiquarian three hundred years 
bience ſhall write a book to maintain and prove 


ſuch ſuch an opinion, he will not be leſs miſ- 
taken; tho? perhaps the obſcurity occaſioned 
by length of time, and the ſameneſs of the 


terms might render his opinion ſo pauſible ro 


many intereſted people, that he ſhall gain many | 


proſelytes. Scotland borrowed the terms pounds, 


ſhillings, and pence, from England; but the 
ſums expreſſed by theſe terms are very different 
in the two nations. In the ſouthern counties 
of Scotland the meaſures of corn differ not on · 


ly from the Linlithgow meaſure, but alſo from 


one another, tho? they are all expreſſed by 


the ſame terms, bolts, firlots, pecks, lippics, or | 
forpets. a | 
Any ſenſible antiquarian will diſcover in the 
hiſtory of all the migrations of mankind the 
1 truth 
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truth of the Clog obſervation, . That all 
% nations who borrow languages and terms from 
* qther people, as colonies do from their mo- 
« ther-country, always take the liberty to ac- 
** commodate the terms to their own ſituation 
% and circumſtances ;” and the general rule of 
acting in theſe caſes is, That the terms ex- 
© preſs more or leſs of any commodity, ac- 
* cording as there is more or leſs of that com- 
% modity ilian in the country whence the terms 
% were borrowed.” Now; little or no corn 
grows in Norway ; in Orkney it is the ſtaple. 
commodity, and the weights of grain muſt be 
; hlrge, becauſe there muſt be a conſiderable 
Quantity of it for the leaſt uſe, 

Iris well known to the retailers in Edinburgh, 
that when they uſed to buy butter and cheeſe 
from theſe coumies which were remarkable for 

theſe products, a conſiderable profit uſed to ariſe 


| from the ifference of the weights by which 


they bought, and thoſe by which they retailed. 
The next argument of the plaintiffs conſiſts 
in inſtances of oppreſſion, by railing the weights. 
J have been 1 that theſe inſtances were in- 
ſufficient to prove a general increaſe of the 
weights: Nay; I have heard that the inſtances 
_ were void of any foundation in truth 


They aver, that Patrick Stuart, Earl of 


Orkney, augmented the weight of the lifpund 


from fifteen to eighteen pounds. Nevertheleſs, 
when he was proſecuted, and pu 
ſeveral aQts of treaſon and oppret 
wo a 
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by him in Orkney, there is not the leaſt mention 
in his indictment that he had cver attempted to 
increaſe the weights. The indictment of this 

ie vous oppt eſſor conſiſted of 12 or 13 articles, 
be none of them more full of iniquity than 
this, had it been true. . 
An hundred years and more after his death, 
and thirty before this proceſs was commenced, 


the family of M— was oppoſed with ſucceſs 


by a number of Orkney gentlemen ; but, in the 


height of all their oppoſition, it never once 


emered into their heads, that the weights had 
been increaſed ; yet they were, at 

as the preſent lde, 

felt ſuch an increaſe more thoroughly (had it 


ty years after tbem. 


ode ers which full wih- | 
in the obſervation of every thinking perſon here, 
relative to this proceſs, which the plaintiffs have | 


never been able to an{wer. 


The firſt is, that the quantities of meal al- 
lowed for the yearly, monthl „ or W eekly | 


maintenance of workmen or labourers are the 
ſame, and expreſſed by the fame names of 
weights, that they were an hundred years ago. 
If you reduce this allowance, after the model 


of the ſtandard weights inſiſted on by the pur- | 
: ſuers, that is three fifihs, it will not be ſufficient 


to maintain one labouring man, much leis his 
wife and family; it is now but barely ſufficient 
= The 
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lgaſt, as wiſe 


' muſt have known and 


W waQoe mz uw 


' really been the caſe) than thoſe who came tbr | 


8 G ® a a 


be fo far from being able to maintain wives and 


2 
The ſecond ES MY the ſtate of the 
miniſters ſtipends, which, at the commence- 
ment of this proceſs, were at an average below 
the minimum, or eight hundred merks Scots. 


Theile ſtipends have been payable, time out of 


mind, in the ſame manner as they are at this 


day ; that is, in ſo many meils of malt or bear, 


and fo many barrels, liſpunds, and merks of 
butter. The miniſters have now only a ſcanty 


competence; but if their ſtipends were to be 


paid by weights, reformed according to the 


ſtandard propoſed by the plaintiffs, the clergy 
would be in a ſtate of beggary ; they would 


families, that they could not furniſh mear, drink, 
and decent clothes for themſelves —=RQ\ 
Another argument much inſiſted on by the 


yable by 
them are much higher than thoſe paid by moſt 


of the crown-vaſlals any where elſe in Scotland. 
The fact is admitted, 


But it is affirmed on the other ſide, that the 
inhabitants of theſe iſlands were never remark- 
able for military {kill and capacity; tho they 
had poſſeſſed this turn of mind, yet, their re- 
moteneſs and diſunion from Scotland and Den- 


mark would have rendered it uſeleſs to thoſe 


kingdoms ; it could have only given riſe to do- 
meſtic broils, This being the caſe, the ſupe- 
riors, or tackſmen of theſe iſlands, found it al- 
ways more advantageous to exact their rents in 
kind, or in money, and even to heighten them 
rather than diminiſh them, or exchange * of 

1 
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them for military IP -4 0 ſervices. Aſſu- 
redly the fate of Scotland or Denmark has been, 
and will always be decided before ſuch military 
ſcrvices could be obtained, 
could be demanded. . 3 
I have already taken notice of ſome circum 


own tenants ; and 1 4 7 no _ rule of 

judging of the ſpirit of oppreſſion. You may 
alſo judge the tenor of his conduct to his val- 
fals, N ar rhe not, by the opi- 
nion of the g 


_ clergy. 'Tho' this way of forming one's judg- 


ment is inaccurate, and ſubje& to fallacy, yer | 
it is of no ſmall weight, and cannot fail to | 
ſtrike a ſtranger, who has probably heard only 


one fide of the queſtion. 


The voice of the commonalty ought io be 
firſt heard: It is of the molt weight in this af- 


fir, becauſe they ſpeak from feeling and from 


experience. 


They all, to a man, will acknowledge that 


M——"s tenants are the happieſt in the coun- 1 


try, that he is the belt of maſters, that the 
greateſt bleſſing that could befal the 22 


would be that he was proprietor, as well as U- 
perior, of the whole iflands; and that the te- 
nants of the barony of Birſay, of which his 

—— is ſole proprietor, are the happieſt in 


Orkney, and even preferable to many udalmen: 
Their firm ””=—_ is, that M—— will prevail 
now depending, notwithſtanding 

the 


in the proc 


perhaps belore they 


ſtances of M——s conduct, with reſpe& to his 


enerality of the inhabitants, the 
commonalty, the vaſſals themſelves, and the 
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the opponent's 8 daun. They all fin- 
cerely wiſh he may ſucceed ; and it is the ſame 
thing whether this, their opinion, is founded on 
their ſenſe of right and wrong, gr merely con- 
| nected with their own intereſt. | 
dss body will doubt bar jt would be highly 
; pleaſing to all the gentry, and heritors of 
| Orkney, without diſtinction, to have an cafe of 
the feu-dutics payable by them, which in ma- 
ny inſtances amount to half the groſs rents of 
their eſtates, in ſome inſtances to more: Yet 
of the great croud of Orkney and Zetland he- 
ritors, only ſixteen Orkneymen, in conjunction 

; with G, have thought it convenient, ot 
| juſt to lend their names to the proſecution a- 
1 4 , notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt ſo- 
rations uſed for that . G— was 
at the trouble to ſend an Orkney laird to Zetland 
| to influence the gentry there, but not a ſingle 
| heritor could be prevailed on to concur, tho? 
| honoured by his Lordſhip's letters of intreaty, 
aud promiſe of patronage. A 
You will ſmile when I tell you that nine of 


5 


e 


the ſixteen Orkney lairds, fo violent in this pro- 
| cels, are not worth 200/. Sterling yearly rent, 
| altogether ; five of the nine have not, on the 
whole, fifty pounds per annum. Is it not then 


I to be preſumed that a very great majority of 
| |} the richeſt heretors did not conſider A as 
| | anoppreſſor, nor the proceſs againſt him as well 

founded ? Among that great majority there are 
| as ſenſible men to be found as on the other fide, 
I who could be well adviſed in matters relating to 
= their 
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ho would be eager enough 


their intereſt, and, w 


to purſue it: It is not to be ſuppoſed that they 
would tamely compliment bis 1 - three» | 
fifths of ſuperior duty, . | 

The clergy of Orkney, like the reſt of the 


church of Scotland, are diſtinguiſhed for their 
love of liberty; as they are placed betwixt 

the commonaly and the heritors, they mult be 
good judges of the actors and ſufferers of 
preſſion : I am acquainted with three fou 
of them, and think them men of ſenſe, _ 

„ and great humanity: I have convenſed with 
: 4 frequently on theſe matters. They una- 
nimouſly acquit M—— of the charge of op- 
preſſion; but they are far from acquitting the 
| ; many of themſelves having been har. 
 raſſed and oppreſſed by them, merely for aſſert- | 
ing the rights and priveleges of their miſerable | 
fellow creatures. There is one clexgyman en- 
gaged in this proceſs ; but I never heard any bo- 
dy talk of this circumſtance as a proof either of | 
his underſtanding or his gratitude ; his brethren 
think him a good man, and excuſe his conduct 
by ſome peculiarities in his circumſtances. | 
Now, if M— is thus acquined by the 

general voice of the commonalty, by, at leaſt, | 
nine tenths of the gentry and intereſt, | 
and by the clergy : If, farther, the proceſs now | 
depending againſt him ſhall be found without 
foundation, (and I hear it will, in a ſhort time, 
be determined one way or other) then the po- 
verty of Orkney, occaſioned by oppreſſion, _ | 
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be charged on the lairds and heritors ; and they 
will find it very difficult to diſprove the charge. 

I can ſee very well, by your two laſt letters, 
that the tale of the increaſe of the ſtandard 
weights, and of the oppreſſion of the country 
by the family of M-— has reached your ears ; 
but tho? this tale has been propagated with great 


art and induſtry, and tho? it has gained great 


credit at a diſtance, yet I can aſſure you that in 
Ortuey, where the truth is better known, few 
wile or judicious men believe it. 

I remember that, talking once on this ſubject, 


with one of the moſt ſenſible men in Orkney, 
I expreſſed my ſurpriſe at the plaintiffs bringing 


a charge of oppreſſion againſt M. 2 conſi- 
dering the harſhneſs, and inhumanity exerciſed 
by ſome of them towards their own tenants. 


They are certainly wiſe, replied he, to take 
«© the p 
* that the charge could 


rſt word of ſcolding, as they well know 
retorted on them 
« ſelves with more truth and juſtice : Beſides, 


added he, a law ſuit will be always more e- 
* [igible to idle men, bred to a taſte of life a- 
dove their fortunes, than induſtry, and fio- 


ws . of life and manners. 
This naturally leads me to ſay ſomething to 


you concerning the riſe, progrels, and ſtate of 


actions and parties in Orkney, which have had 
bad effects as to ihe wealth of the country, and 


ſtill worſe effects on the minds of the people. 


The anceſtors of the generality of the pre- 
ſent lairds in Orkney were mean men, feuars of 


the King's property ; by their tenures they 


became 


became bound ns he fl rent, by way of | *: 
feu duty: They were wiſe enough to reckon | - 
nothing their own, except what, by their laboui 
and inte, they brough the ground to yield, | 
over and e the rents payable to the | 41 
rior. They were plain, ſimple, ſober country 
men, frugal, induſtrious labourers, unacquaint- 
ed with tea, coffee, rum, ſilks and velvets : 
Their own country, and the ſurrounding ſea, 
furniſhed their clothes; their meat, and their 
drink; their tenants were their friends and 
companions ; every tenant feaſted his laird; at 
leaſt once 4 year, in the Chriſtmas holi-days ; 
theſe feaſts are called Bownacks by the country | 
people: A late landlord of a good eſtate; look- 
ing on theſe boumacks as what the tenant was 
obliged to give his maſter; converted the bou- - 
macks of every houſe; on his eſtate, to four * | 
ſettins of malt, and charged that in his rental a; 
a fixed and conſtant yearly rent; for non b 
gays moſt of theſe lairds would be affronted til 
A n 
y gentlemen of the preſent generation \ 
have — the — Gale life of they y 
anceſtors, for luxury and extravagance ; the: 5 
have not been bred to the plow, or to any in 
duſtrious employment 4 1 | 
figure in life by diligence and labour; they ak | © 


unwi to baniſh 1 returning to the | —. * 
paths of their wiſe and frugal anceſtors. No | i» 
wonder, ſurely, that a hue and cry of increaſe , | F 
of weights, and oppreſſion, once raiſed, met 1 
with great credit and belief among idle, vain, | 
luxurious ; 


Co Oo , ye. 19 wo we: wy. A; wood. 
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MNuxurious men. The gentlemen of the beſt 
eſtates, and longeſt ſtanding, have not as yet 
made any complaint of this kind; nor would 
there, in all probability, have been any cla- 
mour, or even whiſper, of oppreſſion, but for 
the following accident, v hich; as it lerves great- 


ly to illuſtrate the preſent ſubje3, you'll Bs - 


give my being ſomewhat particular about it. 


Sof Burray happened to differ with the 
gentleman who then ated as factor for M—— ; 
| this gentleman, by the bye, had been very in- 
« ſtrumental, as far as his intereſt could be of uſe, 


. very cruel murder, or rather aſſaſſination. 
"| £ Tu fate he juſtly deſerved for the groſſeſt 
i, 9 oppreſſions, cruekies; and bar barities committed 


priſon of Southwark. _— 
About the fame time one Ja Ma 


| \ who had a living, under the factor, of three F* 


hundred merks a-year, happened to differ with 
his maſter, and was tutned out of his office. 
To be revenged of the factor, this Knight 
and his ſquire gave in a complaint againſt him 
to Me who made a journey to Orkney 


with no other intention, but to inquire into the 


1& they had bcen injured. The complaint was 


Þ in ſaving the Knight from the gallows, for a 


E found 


by him in the iſlands of Burray and ſouth Ra- 
| - naldſbd; and he had at laſt met with it for re- 
1} bellion, if he had not died before his trial in the 


F juſtice of the complairt; and to give redreſs to 
. the complainers; in cale it ſhould appear that 


25 
* 
** 
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found groundleſs and they were publicly re- | 


buked. | 

Unable to brook this affront, the Knight and 
his companion breathed nothing but revenge a- 
gainſt his L———: You mult have heard of 
a perſonal aſſault on M— by Sir J— 
$-—— ſome years after this, and of a juſticiary 
proceſs in conſequence of it 


But, from the time of their public rebuke, 


they were cloſely employed in meditating a 


ſurer revenge, by repreſenting this nobleman 


and his predeceſſors as tyrants and oppreſſors, 


| who had increaſed the country weights from 


L 


time to time to an enormous height. This 


 M-—— was an antiquarian, (if you will al- 
low that appellation to a man of ſmall under- 
ſtanding, and giddy fancy, who employs his 


8 
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time in reading old papers, and muſty re- 


cords) he was of great uſe to the Knight in 


ſupporting the new broached Coftrine of the = 


increaſe of weights, by the arguments I have 


already mentioned, by others equally fitted 
to impoſe on the underſtandings of weak and 
intereſted men. Great art and labour were 
aſſiduouſly employed to propagate the belief of 


this doctrine, which was eagerly embraced by 


many, as it was ſtrongly connected with their 
intereſt ; and as vain idle men, without induſtry, 
thought it an eaſy way of bettering their for- 
tunes, by getting rid of the greateſt part of the 
| ſuperior duties, herctofore payable by them: In 
conſequence of which, a proceſs was raiſed a- 


gainſt M, at the inſtance of the ſixteen 
: Orkney 


.S. 


ſpread throughout the 


EF D 


; Orkney lairds beforc-mentioned, together with 
G——. 
Poſſibly the ſtandard of the weights has been 


increaſed ; but, at the ſame time, youll acknow- 
ledge, with me, that the principles on which 


this proceſs was begun, afford very little ground 


for ſuch a belief. 

It would be tedious, and almoſt endleſs, to 
mention the various methods by which theſe 
men have, now many years, endeavoured to 

— thy a belief that 


they are a ſet of unfortunate men, groaning 
1 the yoke of tyranny and its. E- 


very one is maſter of the lar arguments, 
which they love to bring no al — 
and companies; the unthinking are ſeduced ; 
eren the lovers of liberty feel for their diſtreſs ; 
Which, from the general preſumption of nor- 
thern tyranny, they are injudiciouſly enough 
apt to imagine real. Their clamour and out- 


cry meets with more credit as M— truſts 
ſolely to the merits of his cauſe, and totally dif- 


regards them. This way of acting may be fair 
and honeſt, but, in the mean time, his cha- 

_ rater and conduct are very unfairly traduced, 
and ps. | | 


The following anecdote will enable you to 


jadge of the uncommon ſpirit by which the 


gentlemen who oppoſe his Lordſhip, are ac- 


| Four of them, in April 1746, would needs 


fiſh in troubled waters: They ſigned a leiter, 
addreſſed to the eldeſt fon of the Pretender, or 
wt to 


An: | 
to Lord Maclcod, one of his commanding of- 
ficers, in which letter they aſſured his Royal 
Highneis ( for” ſo they tiled the Pretender's 
ſon) of all the aſſiſtance it was in their power 
to give him. This letter was intercepted a few 


days after its date, when Macleod was taken 


priloner in Sutherle nd. In a ſhort time after, 


warrants were iſſued to apprehend the four 
gentlemen, ſubſcribers of the leiter; they eſca- | | 


ped, and their dwellirg-houles were burnt by 


a party of marines; Their lives-and eſtates were 


ſaved, by an at of indemnity paſſed in the fo. 
lowing year ; but, no ſooner did they appear 
in public again, than they endeavoured to per- 
ſuade the world, that it was by M— 


the libertics of their country that they 


| fo much diſtreſſed ; and they were pleaſed to 

call themſelves only M——1az rebels: Yet, 

5 been ſo inclined, he 
might, on ſo good reaſons as they had furniſhed 
him with, have deprived them of his Majeſty's 


ſurely had his I. 


clemency ; at leaſt, he could have got them ex- 
cepted in the act of indemnity, until it was 
found whether or not they were proper objects 
of the royal mercy. © 'You may aſk, whether 
M was in Britain at that time ? No, Sir; 
at the date of thcir letter, and for ſome time 
after their houſes were burnt, his Lordſhip 
was the Frerch King's cloſs priſoner in the Ba- 


ile. This is the truth of that ſtory, but very 


. different from the malicious account of it gh en 


s means | 


alone, and becaufe they ſtood e ev for 
ad been | 


think unfair management of the plaintiffs i in this 


1 ſo carefully ſecreied from his I. 
_ a libel, inthe moſt infamous ſenſe of — word, 


T = 
by the partizans of the camphining party to 
al: ſtrangers. 


Here is another inſtance (from numbers of 
them which I have heard) of the artful, and 1 


cis. 

In the year 1750, theſe gentlemen, or their 
fiend and agent, )- printed a 
book at Edinburgh, intitled, The general grievan- 
ces and oppr eſſion of the Iles of Orbrej and Zei- 
land. I his book was not 1 to be fold. 
by any bookleller; no copy of i it could be pro- 

cured by any indifferent man, not even by 
. — or his taclor, who were calumniated 


and defamed in it. I have heard hers were 
only about fifty copies caſt off, 


| own ule, partly for the uſe 


ly for their 
thoſe whoſe 
judgments they thought it worth while to anti- 
cipate, by a plauſible, tho* partial account of 
their Firs. If this book, thus — and 


1 der 8 I know not what a libel is. An al. 


laſſin, who ſtabs a man behind his back, acts 


vor a baſer or more unmanly part. 1 leave you 


do judge what truth or juſtice can be ſuppoſed 


in a cauſe which demands ſuch aid and — 


Their enthvfiaſm and rage againſt M- 
equal to any religious ful and to Fed | 
rage of any bigots you have read of in hiſtory ; 
the al is very ſtriking in their ſtron 
deſire of making converts ; fo that I don” COED 
wonder at their ſuccefs, in propagating their 


_y 


p, is not 


( 49 ) 
ry of the oppreſſion and tyranny of rhis fa» 
4 But, I think it is ne ah = underſtand 
of what ſervice this popular clamour can be, in 
2 proceſs which concerns pro alone, and 
which muſt depend on the proofs and facts ad- 
duced before that court, whoſe province it is io 
judge and determine in matters of property. 
Nothing has contributed more to keep the 
flame of their enthuſiaſm alive, than a prevail 
ing and ſtrongly rivetted opinion, that their fore- 
fathers, in the days of yore, poſſeſſed great 
affluence, and enjoyed uncommon rights and 
privileges, of which, and of all other bleſſings, | 
they are now deprived by oppreſſion. One 
of them, on a certain occaſion, exclaimed on 
| the lad change of their ſituation, ſince the time 
when Buchanaz ſtiled them Principes and No- 
A Wh = 
Great ſtreſs has been laid on this expreflion | 
of the Scots hiſtorian. Unqueſtionably, if this 
gentleman's ſchoolmaſter taught him to tranſlate | 
this, the princes and noblesof Orkney,” he has | 
paid very dear for his own and his ſchoolmaſter's 
dullneſs, and had much better never been taught 
a word of Latin; but, if the ſchoolmaſter taught | 
him, that this expreſſion of the hiſtorian meant | 
only lairds and gentlemen, in contra-diſtinRtion | 
to the vulgar _ commonalty, I am of opinion 
that he ſtands fairly acquitted of the charge of 
miſleadimg his pupil into this expenſive proceſs, 
by a wrong tranſlation of 13 . | 
The pedaniry of that age, and the ariſto- 
cracy of Scotland, juſtify the peculiarity of this, 


4 


1 

as well as of a be ! "PR in Buchanan 
hiſtory. The high- ſounding epitheis of Piu 
cipes and Nobiles might be applied by any hiſto- 
rian, who writes in Latin, with as much pro- 

iety to the preſent as to the antient Orkney 
Jairds, and will cqually ſerve to denote a peity 
in lian King, and the mcaneſt chief of a fami- 
ly in the north of Scotland. Our illuſtrious 
hiſtorian owns that he knew nothing of Orkey 


but by hcar-ſay ; however, as linle as he i 


knew, Torphæus, the vaunted hiſtorian of theſe 
illande, takes his account of them from Bucha- 
nan: as much as Torpheus is admired by our 
patriots, (for that is the name M——s oppo- 
ſers chuſe to diltinguiſh themſelves by) yet I 


- | can aſſure you, that his manner of writing, and 


the facts he narrates, are both contemptible in 
the utmoſt degree. = ; 
What the condition of the Orkzey lairds was, 
not many years after Buchanan's death, you will 
ſee by two excerpts from the Orkney records, 
which I ſhall ſend you along with this letter, for 
your ſatisfaction in this particular. In thoſe days, 
the gentlemen of Orkney ſeem to have had no 
high opinion of their condition, fortunes, and e- 
ſtates. We are only, ſay they, mean gentlemen, 
and farmers, payers of the rigs of the rental. 
Their ſucceſſors are ſo at this day; and happy 
had it been for them, if they had ſtillthought and 
ated as their anceſtors, and not as men of for- 
tune intitled to uncommon rights and privileges, 
which, in an evil hour tor them, the diſcontented 
Knight, and his ſquire, the antiquarian, brought 
| them 


_ = 
them to imagine the 5, wittiout any real 
foundation. 
lo affure you, Sir, that I would not have fail 
ſo much on the ſubject of factions and parties, 
which at preſent d wide and agitate the people 
of theſe illands, had I not been perſuaded that | 
faction is one of the principal cauſes of the de- 
cay of Orkney. FA i 
All the bad effects of fation are moſt ſevcre- 
ly felt in this remote corner: Amicable fociety, 
pool! neighbou hood, the tendereſt relations and 
endearments of life, are deſtroyed by its rage; 
the peaccable ſimplicity of former ages has beeni | 
forſaken for litigiouſneb ; the inhabitants of 
theſe iſlands have rendered themſelves unerly 
 Incapable of uniting in any ſcheme. that can be | 
beneficial to thier country; many families have, 
by their folly, loſt the favour and kindneſs of 


their ſuperior, who was their proper patron ; 1 


theſe gentlenien have totally neglected the im- 
provement of their own eſtates, for law-pleas 
and litigation ; and, what is not the leaſt evil, 
ſome valuable improvements, begun by M——; 
have been left unfiniſheds and many more, 
which might have been tried, have not been 
attempted; nor can be well done as long as this 
Run about the weights remains undecided. 
It is therefore to be wiſhed, on every account, 
that it was fairly ended, one way or other. 
Thus, Sir, I have finiſhed the taſk you af- 
ſigned me; and am, | 1 
Your moſt humble ſervant, &c. | 


March 4th, 
1757. 
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IO. EN 1 
Curia vicecomitatus Orcadenſ. tenta apud Kirk". 
ni 1 . Magni ibidem P. 1. vi- 
rum icum Stewart, vicecom. deputat. 
A ejuſdem menſis vero Maii die odave, any 
*. 1621. | "I 
cy whilk day the fgid Sheriff depute 
ſittand in judgement producit ane pre- 
_ cept, direct forth of our S. Lords Fey, 


= 
FT charging of all and ſundry biſhops, priars, ab- 


under the teſtimony of the great ſeal, 
2 
e ſaid ſheriffdome for their compearance be- 
fore our Sov. Lord and his heineſs Commiſſion- 
Fab of ge to be holden at Ex. on 
Friday the firſt of Juni next to come, with = 
c continuation of days, as the faid precept, of the 
date the fixth day of March, bypaſt, bears. 
And the haill gentlemen and ſuiters of court, 
for the * of the faid ſheriſſdome be- 
ing preſent, 12 the ſaid precept, 
and guid advice mature deliberation had 
In by them thereanent, declarit that they were con · 
venit at that time for obedience of ane charge 
given by the ſaid ſheriff dep*. to them; bot they 
were not fic perſons as were ordainit by our 
faid S. Lord's precept to compear in parliat. ſee- 
ing there was neither baron or burges within 
the ſaid ſheriffdome, nor men of that * | 
0 
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"In 


in bY ahd Kare -roteſtl that they ought 
not only to be freed of any danger to be 17 805 


bp ſenue of our {aid S. Lord's precept but lik 


wile of all fic citations and charges in time co- 
mitzs, in ceſpea of 'their eſtate, and inhabilitie, 
cibg't mean gentlemen, and farmourers. And 
zit notwithſtanding thereof, they have given di- 
rections, and att to an Red. Father in Got 
Geeroe, Bp. of Orkney and Zetlard, io mein 
this Petr ccaſonable — to our faid S. | 
or his heinels commiſſioner and eſtates of par- 
Fat. to give ſatisfaction, and information anent 
the premiſſes, conform to their wartant direct 
thercahentz and thereupon aſkit acts of court, 
and likewiſe the faid ſheriff depute, upon bis 
obedience and diligence, aſkit acts of court, I 
Or. 1 
Fol. 220, Judicial at anent the eleQing of 
commiſſioners to parliat. 1629, where it is lad, 
That the gentlemen in Ortae were no ſuch 
men as ſhould compear in patliat, being mean 
gentlemen, and farmourers, payers of the rigs 
of the rental. 
idem, Rot. N. onteith of Eagleſbaw voted 
"comm. ſhould. be choſen to. parliat, upon 
be votes being, whether they were ve fock men 
as ſhould compear there ; and he was ready to 
contribute his part for bearin the expence, 
and proteſted he might chere ore be free of 


5 "my unlaw. Sc. 
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